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ABSTRACT
The aim of the-Regional Student Program is to assure

access by qualified New England residents to academic programs not
available in their own state that are offered at other New England
public institutions of higher education. Students participating in
the program are given preference in admissions and pay only the
instate tuition rate. The range of programs offered--455
undergraduate programs, 270 graduate programs--and the absence of
burdensome administrative detail permit the New England resident an
almost unlimited choice of academic offerings of high quality at low
cost. Two disturbing aspects of the programs's development for 1974
are discussed in this annual report: (1) The increased popularity of
some offerings in the program led some states to withdraw those
programs so that sore spaces would be available for their own
residents. (2) Regional Student Program enrollment at four-year
colleges is smaller than at universities and community colleges.
Other parts of tile program discussed include: the benefits, other
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T
his A

nnual R
eport represents a departure from

 the
form

er practice of issuing an E
nrollm

ent R
eport

w
hich basically contained statistics on the

pro-
gram

's enrollm
ent. T

his year w
e have attem

pted to
explain key developm

ents of the R
egional S

tudent
P

rogram
 over the past year, as w

ell as to sum
m

arize
the statistics involved.

A
 breakdow

n of enrollm
ent by degree

program
s and

institutions m
ay be obtained by w

riting to the N
ew

.
E

ngland B
oard of H

igher E
ducation (;

'10
G

rove S
treet, W

ellesley, M
assachusetts 02181.

-cc

I w
ould like to express m

y appreciation to the in-
cr..
c=

1.2
stitutional representatives of the R

egional S
tudent

s
P

rogram
 w

ho collected and transm
itted the enroll-

m
ent statistics to N

E
B

H
E

.
C

aa

M
y thanks, also, to N

E
B

H
E

 staff m
em

bers S
ally M

.
K

ennedy and Jeanne H
unt for their assistance w

ith
the preparation of this report.

R
odney J. H

inkle
P

rogram
 D

irector
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B
egun in 1948 on an inform

al basis by
a few

 states
and form

alized through a C
om

pact in 1955 by alt
N

ew
 E

ngland states, the N
ew

 E
ngland R

egional
S

tudent P
rogram

 has grow
n from

 302 students in
its first year of operation (1958) to 2,950 in 1975.

T
he aim

 of the R
egional S

tudent P
rogram

 is sim
ple

and com
m

endable: to assure access by qualified
N

ew
 E

ngland residents to academ
ic

program
s not

available in their ow
n state w

hich are offered at
other N

ew
 E

ngland public institutions of higher
education. S

tudents participating in the program
are

given preference in adm
issions and

pay only the in-
state tuition rate. T

he range of pr -gram
s offered

455 undergraduate program
s. 2, 0 graduate

pro-
gram

s
and the absence of burdensom

e adm
inis-

trative detail perm
it the N

ew
 E

ngland resident
an

alm
ost unlim

ited choice of academ
ic offerings of

nigh quality at low
 cost. T

he N
ew

 E
ngland B

oard
of H

igher E
ducation has also initiated contracts

w
ith several private and public universities to

guarantee spaces for N
ew

 E
ngland residents in such

fields as optom
etry, dentistry, m

edicine, and phys-
ical and occupational therapy.

1

4

B
E

N
E

F
IT

S

A
s w

ell as the cost savings to the participating
student represented by the difference betw

een the
in-state and out-of-state tuition rate, there

are cost
benefits to states.

T
he exporting state (the student's state of residence)

saves the costs w
hich w

ould be incurred if expensive
program

s w
ere to be duplicated in every state.

T
he im

porting state (the state in w
hich the student

studies) benefits from
 low

er costs of education per
student w

hen optim
um

 enrollm
ents can be assured

in its expensive academ
ic program

s. T
he student,

the institution and the state benefit from
 the in-

creased diversity of student populations m
ade

possible by the interstate m
ovem

ent of people
w

ithin the region.

1974 D
E

V
E

LO
P

M
E

N
T

S

A
lthough the expansion of the R

egional S
tudent

P
rogram

 over the past five years (F
ig. 1) has been

consistent, there have been som
e disturbing aspects

to the P
rogram

's developm
ent. T

w
o of these

con-
cerns w

ere addressed in 1974.
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T
he increased popularity of som

e offerings in the
P

rogram
 led som

e states to w
ithdraw

 those pro-
gram

s so that m
o-e spaces w

ould be available for
their ow

n residents. S
tudents of other N

ew
 E

ngland
states no longer had access to those degree pro-
gram

s at low
 in-state tuition rates.

In response to
that situation, the N

ew
 E

ngland G
overnors' C

on
ference in N

ovem
ber 1973 requested that the

N
ew

 E
ngland B

oard of H
igher E

ducation study the
"degree program

 w
ithdraw

al problem
" and propose

w
ays to ensure the continued and orderly expan-

sion of the R
egional S

tudent P
rogram

.

A
fter a one year study, the A

dvisory C
om

m
ittee

to the R
egional S

tudent P
rogram

 m
ade the follow

-
ing recom

m
endations to the N

ew
 E

ngland G
over-

nors' C
onference: that past degree program

 w
ith-

draw
al decisions be re-exam

ined; that tw
o years

advance notice be supplied for any future program
w

ithdraw
al; and that

participating
institutions

attem
pt to m

ake available to qualified residents
of eligible states at least 20 percent of all open-
ings in academ

ic program
s currently offered under

the R
egional S

tudent P
rogram

.

T
hese recom

m
endations w

ere endorsed at the D
e-

cem
ber 19,1974 G

overnors' C
onference in N

ew
port,

R
hode Island. In addition, the governors requested

that N
E

B
H

E
 study and m

ake recom
m

endations on



the feasibility of a "balance of
paym

ents" plan,
w

hereby any im
balance in the

interstate flow
 of

students w
ould be offset by

a transfer of m
oney

from
 the creditor state to the

debtor state.*

T
he second problem

 addressed
during the year is

illustrated la F
igure 2. R

egional
S

tudent P
rogram

enrollm
ent at four year colleges is sm

aller
than at

universities and com
m

unity colleges.
D

espite the
fact that four year colleges joined

the P
rogram

 in
1972, regional students representonly 0.25 percent
of all full tim

e degree credit enrollm
ent

at four year
colleges, the low

est percentage of
participation of

any sector T
o increase the vitality of the R

egional
S

tudent P
rogram

 at four
year colleges, the N

ew
E

ngland B
oard of H

igher E
ducation

proposed to the
states that a student's eligibility for

study in a
R

egional S
tudentprogram

 at a four year college be
alter *3d to conform

 w
ith the enrollm

ent
require-

m
ents currently governing tw

o
year colleges. B

e-
cause of this change, regional student enrollm

ent
at

a four year college is available if the desired
program

is not available at a participating
in-state institution

or if the out-of-state school is located closer
to the

hom
e of the student than

any in-state four year col-
lege. T

o date. C
onnecticut,

M
assachusetts, and

R
hode Island h-'ve adopted this

m
ore flexible eligi-

bility standard.

*S
ee A

ppendix B

3

qtr

T
he continued grow

th of the R
egional

S
tudent P

ro-
gram

 w
ill be assured by m

easures such
as those

outlined, so that high quality education
at low

 cost
w

ill rem
ain available to N

ew
 E

ngland
residents.
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N
E

R
S

P
 A

dvisory C
om

m
ittee m

em
bers (left to right):

S
enator

John C
. R

evens, Jr., R
hode Island; W

illiam
 D

w
yer,

M
assachu-

setts; E
ugene S

avage. N
ew

 H
am

pshire: W
ayne 1p-rterson.

V
erm

ont; and D
onald N

icoll. the Land-G
rant U

niversit,es
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E
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T
H

W
hile the R

egional S
tudent P

rogram
 continued

its
grow

th in 1974-75, its rate of expansion slow
ed

som
ew

hat from
 previous years. S

ince 1970,
the an-

nual average increase in enrollm
ent has

been 23
percent. T

he addition of 240 students brings
the

total enrollm
ent in regional

program
s to 2,950

an increase of nine percent over last year. Includ-
ing 322 students enrolled under regional

health
science profession contracts in 1974-75,*

total re-
gional sti.ident enrollm

ent experienced
an 11 per-

cent increase in 1974.

P
R

O
G

R
A

M
 G

R
O

W
T

H

In 1974-75 students paid only the
in-state tuition

rate in 498 program
s under the R

egional S
tudent

P
rogram

. O
f this num

ber, 392
program

s w
ere at

the undergraduate level com
pared

to 337 under-
graduate program

s last year. U
nder health

science
profession contracts adm

inistered by N
E

B
H

E
,pro-

gram
s w

ere offered in m
edicine, dentristry,occupa-

tional and physical therapy and
optom

etry, w
hich

w
es added to the program

 in 1974.

'S
ee A

ppendix A
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C
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A
L G

R
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W
T

M

E
nrollm

ent in all sectors except graduate level
program

s grew
 in 1974-75. T

he greatest increase
occurred in university undergraduate enrollm

ent.
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1973-74
1974-75

C
hange

U
niversity G

raduate
670

447
-228a

U
niversity U

ndergraduate
960
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+

231

F
our Y
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190
301

+
111

T
w

o Y
ear C

olleges
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1,016
+

126

S
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otal
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2,950
+

240

C
ontracts

244
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+
 78

T
O
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A

L
2,954

3,272
+

318

aT
t.e decree.....: in graduate level enrollm

ent is partially explained by
the inability of one state university last year to supply accurate
figures and of another state university to identify regional graduate
students for this year.
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F
igure 4 com

pares the ranking of N
ew

 E
ngland

states in term
s of total enrollm

ent in public institu-
tion; to their participation in the R

egional S
tudent

P
rogram

.
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N
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E
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S
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O
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T
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N
um

ber of res-
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studying at public
institutions in
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E
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S
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M
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M
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M
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N
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T
he net effects of student enrollm

entunder the R
egional S

tudentP
rogram

 can be determ
ined from

 F
igure 5.

T
w

c states, C
onnecticut arid N

ew
H

am
pshire, are net exporters ofregional students. T

hree states, M
assachu-

setts, V
erm

ont, and M
aine, are netim

porters. R
hode Island is essentially in balance.
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C
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S

tate of
E
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A
ttendance

C
T

M
E

S
tate of R

esidence
M

A
N

H
R

I
V

T
A

ttendance
T

otals
C

onnecticut
121

20
61

13
231

M
aine

4
16

21
23

4
8

60

M
assachusetts*

Low
ell T

echnological Institute
1

2
3

S
outheastern M

ass. U
niversity

U
niversity of M

assachusetts
21

5
8

5
6

45

N
ew

 H
am
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1

5
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R
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R
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1970
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1971

in
out

1972
in
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1973

in
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1974
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ow
C

onnecticut
382

352
525

375
617

536
592

648
524

734

M
aine

101
186

100
228

144
225

237
225

413
252

M
assachusetts

519
503

628
655

696
807

846
876

1031
883

N
ew

 H
am

pshire
179

248
288

370
289

319
274

381
277

465

R
hode Island

357
148

352
179

451
313

526
398

415
409

V
erm

ont
41

142
100

186
191

188
235

182
290

207

T
O

T
A
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1579
1579

1993
1993

2388
238k

2710
2710

2950
2950
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O
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D
entistry'

M
edicine 2

T
herapy 3

O
ptom
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P

hysical
T

herapy 5
T

otal
oca

C
onnecticut

5
5

M
aine

25
43

68

M
assachusetts

100
43

86

N
ew

 H
am

pshire
N

ot A
pplicable

R
hode ;stand

20
20

V
erm

ont
N

ot A
pplicable

T
O

T
A

L
25

163
43

5
86

322
'M

aine residents only at T
ufts U

niversity
S

chool of D
ental M

edicine
=

M
aine. M

assachusetts, and R
hode Island

residents only at the U
niversity of V

erm
ont C

ollege of
M

edicine
'M

assachusetts residents only at B
oston

and T
ufts U

niversities
`C

onnecticut residents only at the M
assachusetts

C
ollege of O

ptom
etry

'M
assachusetts residents only

at B
oston and N

ortheastern U
niversites
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H
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M
A
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L

M
O

N
of V

erm
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C
hairm

an

G
overnor

M
E

L
D

IU
M

 T
H

O
M

SO
N

. JR
.

of N
ew

 H
am

pshire
V

ice C
hairm

an

G
overnor

T
H

O
M

A
S 1. M

E
SK

II.I.
of C

om
edic=

G
overnor

K
E

N
N

E
T

H
 14....un s

of M
aine

G
overnor

FR
A

N
C

IS W
. SA

R
G

E
N

T
of M

usachnsetts

G
overnor

PH
IL

IP W
. N

O
E

L
of R

hode Island

C
hipm

an Stoddard
K

iercottve D
irector

S
uite 4254, P

rudential T
ow

er
B

oston, M
assachusetts 02199

I. T
H

E
 N

E
W

 E
N

G
LA

N
D

 G
O

V
E

R
N

O
R

S
'C

O
N

F
E

R
E

N
C

E
 accepts w

ith appreciation the
interim

 report of the N
ew

 E
ngland B

oard of
H

igher E
ducation on the R

egional S
tudent

P
rogram

 and com
m

ends the A
dvisory C

om
m

ittee
on the R

egional S
tudent P

rogram
 w

hose
efforts this past year are reflected in the

report.

II.
IN

 R
E

G
A

R
D

 T
O

 past w
ithdraw

als of
popular regional program

s w
hich precipitated

the request by this C
onference last

year for a one year study of the R
egioaal S

tudent
P

rogram
, the N

ew
 E

ngland G
overnors'

C
onference reiterates its concern thatm

any
students in the region continue to be w

ithoutaccess to such popi.lar and valuable
program

s as O
ccupational and P

hysical T
herapy, and

thus urges the N
ew

 E
ngland

B
oard of H

igher E
ducation, the appropriate

state governing authorities and institutions
of higher education to carefully exam

ine
these past decisions that have lim

ited regional
access to these critical academ

ic program
s.

III.
M

IN
D

F
U

L O
F

 B
O

T
H

 the education and
econom

ic benefits derived by both N
ew

E
ngland 'tales and their residents from

 the
R

egional S
tudent P

rogram
, the N

ew
 E

ngland
G

overnors' C
onference requests participating

institutions to m
ake available at least 20%

of all openings in academ
ic

program
s currently offered under the R

egional S
tudent

P
rogram

 to qualified
. esidents of eligible states.

19
19
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E
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E
W

 E
N

G
LA

N
D

 G
O

V
E

R
N

O
R

S
' C

O
N

F
E

R
E

N
C

E
 also r-quests that educational

governing boards that believe it necessary to w
ithdraw

 academ
ic program

s under the
R

egional S
tudent P

rogram
 extend a tw

o-year advance notice to affected states through
the N

ew
 E

ngland B
oard of H

igner E
ducation, and that the N

ew
 E

ngland states have an
opportunity to review

 and com
m

ent upon the regional im
plications of such planned

w
ithdraw

als and to explore alternative solutions to the proposed w
ithdraw

al through a
standing com

m
ittee established by the N

ew
 E

ngland B
oard of H

igher E
ducation.

V
.

T
H

E
 N

E
W

 E
N

G
LA

N
D

 G
O

V
E

R
N

O
R

S
' C

O
N

F
E

R
E

N
C

E
 requests that it receive, on or

before July 31, 1975, a further report of the N
ew

 E
ngland B

oard of H
igher E

ducation on
the feasibility of establishing a balance of paym

ents plan or other alternative m
echanism

to insure that the fiscal im
pact of the R

egional S
tudent P

rogram
 is shared equitably by

all states of the region.

V
I.

T
H

E
 N

E
W

 E
N

G
LA

N
D

 G
O

V
E

R
N

O
R

S
' C

O
N

F
E

R
E

N
C

E
 also requests that it receive,

on or before N
ovem

ber 30, 1975, a report from
 the N

ew
 E

ngland B
oard of H

igher
E

ducation on the feasibility of creating a regional m
anpow

er projecting capability that
could assist states, educational governing boards and institutions of the region on
questions of higher education program

 expansion or retrenchm
ent.
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.
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R
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rogram

 A
dvisory

C
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m
ittee

Joseph M
. C

ronin, S
ecretary,

E
xecutive O

ffice of E
ducational A

ffairs
B

oston, M
assachusetts

B
enjam

in J. D
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resident
M

aine S
tate F

ederated Labor B
oard

W
illiam

 G
. D

w
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resident
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C
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issioner
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R
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ent of E
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H
. B
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ice P

resident for A
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ic
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onnecticut S
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ollege

F
ranklin P
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ggert, G

raduate D
ean

U
niversity of M

aine

John M
itchel, V

ice P
resident

T
ufts U

niversity, M
edford, M

assachusetts
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S
enator John C
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R
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irector of A
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irector
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onald E
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niversities of
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ew
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xecutive V
ice P

resident
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niversity of V
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Louis R
abineau, C

hancellor
C
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om

m
ission for

H
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